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THE SPIRIT OF SIXTY-EIGHT 
~~Y of booksellers nowada ys t'harge at least a sh illing 

extra for ob taining a ny book especiall y to a customer's o rder . It 

seems t o me rat her extraordinar y, so far as the ave r age book is 

<'onrerned, that a Tradesman sho uld t"harge extra fo r obt ai n ing the 

very thing which he exists co provide. 
Last week I asked for an Agatha Christie Fontana a t a local 

boo ks hop . It wasn 't in stock. When asked if he could obtain it, 

the salesma n to ld me that lt wa1n1 t possi b l e to order ju st one 

copy of any book. I toddled straight off to my newsagent, whom I 

praised not l ong ago. He obtained the book for me by the nex t 

morning . So often bad se r vice ls due to sheer lack of efficiency 

- and often to cussedness - on the part of those behind the 

count er . 

TO LEND OR NOT TO LEND 
- - A-Te"adef'~~ recently to ask my opinion as t o whe ther 

he is selfish in refusing to lend items from his colle ction . It 

is, in fact , a que st ion which crops up from ttm,, to time in 

readers' letters to me. 
I feel st r ongly that collectors a re wi1e to follow rigidly 

the old advice • neither a lender nor a bor rowe r be. It may soun d 

selfish, and perhaps would be if on ly single items of less value 
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ve re concerned. But, for instance , in the caae of a h i gh quality 
vo lume o f r are items, there is not only the val ue to be conaideTed 
but, beyond everything, the fact that the i t ema a re a lmoat irre
pl ac eable, an d no amount of compen1ation from the beat-intentioned 
bo rrower could make up for their poasiblt l oaa. 

Long years ago, a collector friend of mine was never happier 
than whe n he was lendin g me books. I can honeatly aa y that I ne ve r 
aske d him for t hem . He would send me beautiful and preciou1 copies 
of double numbers of the Boys' Friend , rolled up vith open end s i n 
newspaper wrap pers . I always returned them to him, packed flat. 
On one occasion I happened to mention to him that I had long been 
seeking a certain issue of the Sexten Blake Librar y. Within a few 
days , he sent me the copy, a nd, with what I thou ght an extremely 
generous ge stu re, he a sked me to accept it as a gift. 

About a fortnigh t later he wrot e me urgently, ask i ng me to 
se nd the copy back to him, as the owner was pressing for its return. 

At that time I possessed two ve lum.ea of Pluck which contained 
all the very earliest St. Jim' s sto rie s - as rare then as they a re 
today. My friend knew that I ha d them, and on e day put me i n a 
real tizzy by writing and asking to borrow them, I dodged a nd 
hedged, but he was persiste nt, a nd he had so frequently lent to me 
that I found it difficult to refuse . I sent him the two volumes 
by regist ered post, 

After a great lapse of ti.me and aft er so much evasion on h is 
part that I f e lt sure something must be wrong • it added to m.y 
determination to get them back - t he vohmies came back to me . The 
Pluck covers had been left i nt act. All the St. Jim's ta le a had 
bee n care fu 1 ly remo ve d. 

I never knew who had them. My friend was as ge nerous with 
other people's treasure as he was wit h hia own. He had lent my 
vo lumes far and wide , a nd he had no idea who had removed the St. 
Jim's stories, 

That sad, true stor y 11 an extreme case. Very few people, 
prob ab ly , would act as irresponsibly with othe r people' s treasures 
as he did. But there are always risk.a whi ch can bring embarrass
ment and real grief, both to the lender an d the borrower. That is 
the rea1on why I would never l en d my real t reasures today . And 
that is the only answer to thoae who have been asking me and ask
i ng themselves the quest io n ••to lend or not to lend." 
THE CWB WITH THE ZING: 

I have just read a copy of the Magnet which was never on sale 
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in the ehopa. It has been pr oduced by our Northern Club. One 
member WTOte the fi r st chapter of the Greyfriara story , a 1econd 

member carrie d on with chapter tvo, and so they went on until a 

great many members had carried on the tale to its intriguing con 

clusion. They gave it • real Magnet cover , and a "Come Into the 

Office 11 editorial. It even has a gratuitous advertisement for 

Collectors• Digest on the back. What more could one ask? You 

can ' t buy it, of course, You wait until your turn comes round for 

you to have the copy for a few days. They're al ways up to some
thing new in that Northern Club of our a. 

THE ANNUAL 
Time is drawing nearer when Collecto r s• Digest Annual for 

1968 - packed from cover to cover with fascinating a r ticle, - wi l l 

be on its way to readers, Have you ordered your copy yet? 

THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * f * * * * * * 
R E Q U I R E D : Monot er Libraries, Bull oeyu, Magnets. 

WILL EXCHANGE : Champion and Boye Friend Libraries, S .B ,0 .L., 

Silver Jacket, Comics, Captain, True Blue, Marvel, Adventure, Boys 

of England, Footba ll Lib r ary , Gem, Modern Boy, Sports Library, 

Dreadnought , Startler, Rover and Adventu r e, Lion, Tiger , Knock.out, 

Hotspur, Chums, B.O.P., Holiday Annuals, Radio Fun, Film Fun, Tip 

Top, Beano, Tiger, O\ampion Annual , etc. etc. 

FRANK L KNOTr, 29 COLSON STREET, AVAJ.J)N, LOWER Hlfn', WELLINGl'ON, 
NEW ZF.AIAND 

~ (ALSO WANTED): N. Leeds , Gems, Mar vels, S.O.L., C,Ds., 

S. Blakes, Bunter Books, etc. S.A.E. please . No callers . 

F. BOTTOMLEY 1 48 DOWNHIU.S PARK ROAD, LONDOII, N, 17 . 

W A N T E D : Good loose copies or volumes containing any one or 

more of the following: GEMS: Some issues between 801 and 832; 9 

953, 954, 959, 960, 9 74, 975, 981, 984, 985, 986, 987, 989, 970 , 

990, 992, 993, 995. POPU!AltS: 401, 403, 407, 409, 413, 415, 421, 

422, 441 , 442, 466, 467, 474 . 

ERIC FAYNE §XCELSIOR HOUSE GROVE ROAD, SURBITOII. SURREY. I 



He is Ar th ur 
n i ght at St. 
"Gussy" yet. 
a nd l ets t he 
Hami ltonia. 

Pa e 

Augus tu s O' Arey - New Boy. It. is his ver y first 
Ji m' s. Nobody has even thought o f christe nin g him 

62 - yea r s later Col l ec t ors' Digest l ifts t he cu r tain 
sunsh in e fa l l on a l ong , l ong forgotten gem of 

Tiie Swell of St. Ji1's 

Th• Ttllrd Pea ""' :l-·ou na· . ~~~ ~i- .. u .l te d ll lOnllt be hin d t ho •• •It o r 8l, Ji m' • 11 
, wl r Un,r ia P? k vr In llou or a (' i.t.11• 
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Kil dare ~t Bl ake 1n the Kall. •t•m not going to carry his blOOll'llng 
•well , What do you thtnk or the new boles about. • 

arriva l, Blake l ' he a$ed. •0on, t be a pig. LenCI me a hand.• 
Blake gr tmced. Herrtes relucur1tl.y consented , alld the 
•There 's no words to describe him,• he orrendtng trunk was borne away. When Blake 

said . •He's a scorcher . Every cha.p In the returned he gave the new boy a ser ious 
r orin want.s t.o botl him 1n 011 . • talking to. He was getting a llttle out or 

Kildare l qhed . patience htmselt. 
•But you won• t let Ulem do t t, Blake?• 'Look her e, D• Arey,• he said, •your 
• 1 • ve takm hi m under my wi re,• said manners and custo:AS may be all rtght In the 

Blake. •t • U r.ry to educate hta, and t won' monkey-house you seem to have cone rrom, 
let hlm be bull! ed. Don't you wc:rry .. lllhat?• bUt they won't do ror St. J lm1 s. You'll 

• t rel)' on you, Blak e. • hue to change t em or you• 11 be ragged.' 
Blake sought out th e new boy, and D'IJ"CY stared at him. 

pil oted ht• to Stud)' No. 6. 011rey •s •t•T e stooo up ror you,• cont t nued Jack, 
nUEerous boxes had been taken up to the 'becaise you don• t know the ropu, md I 
dormt tor')', but t he bi ggest of all Md been want to make things ta'!:/ tor you.• 
shoved. into the study by the porter, tflo •You have been vewy goodl aeillt ted 
wanted to get out ot car rytrw; 1t ) IP the next D'Al"CY• 1 1 wegard you as a rwtend.' 
tltght . It pretty wel l rllJed up tbt room, •well, take a t r lendts advice ,• said 
and Herr tes and Digby were holding a counsel Blake. •Don' t put on 1ide. Oon•t act the 
upon It Jlhen Blake arrived with the owner . goat mr e than you c.en help. Oon1 t sneak. 

::~!~: ~ ~~~~!n ~?~;,c:~ ~.was ~~t~~\ ~=s~\o~\~~l~~;~~t 
•Wbat.eVah are you dotn&?• excl ai med •1'l e d!Sagweeable boy kicked 118.1 

D'Arcy. In dt a-, . •Leave ot t, leave ott. • Yes , and It you hid pWlched his head 
MY ctwes.s cl othea are In tha t t...mk.• tor a, that would have betn all ri ght , but 

• u e they?• said Herr les. •well, 1111. you tol d tales sid eot bt. a cani ng. That 
sorry ror your dress clothes, because Ji m was mean, coi.ardly, no class, and ungentle-
gol ng to iu.se the trwit rcr r lrewood. 1 maniy.• 

•You 11111t not; you must not, weaJ.ly. The las t word a:ived Dt!rcy more than 
tr you touch rs, t.Mlnk agai n, you will weallY all the others . 
pwovoke me to Tlolence ~• u:claimed 01Arc:, • I do not km:M the wules or th.ts college ,• 
exctted)y. he s.a.ld. •Ir you say tb at l t 1.s consldahed 

Herrtes aropped the chopper, ll'ld J Wlgentl emsn]Jr here to C.Olll)lal n ..-.si one Is 
up wit h a warlik e loci(.. bwutlllY assault ed, I c&tl only eXJ)Wess ar., 

•That ' s Just l'bat I want. Come on. surpwlae . I will avoid wepetttlon or the 
Get out ot the way, Blake, yoo beast. He•s action.• 
challeng ed me to ttaht ht1:1, ard l 1m going •That's rig ht. Stick to that, sid don1 t 
to .• be a beast]Jr sneak,• sa t d Blake encouragtng-

'You keep your wool on. You JIUIUl.lt ly; 'and d::m• t start wolttng another chap' s 
hi t him.• toaey , e i ther .• 

•1111 hit ht m I t you dont t 111na. • •But -• 
•You ccFJ hit ae tr you like ,• said •You see 1 the ooll ege provides onlY 

Jaclc, 'but you must l et that maniac alone . bread and scrfl'le, Md we buy the ot her 
1 tell you I've promised Ktld at e. • thi ngs ourselves . Hellt sh laid out seven-

HeJTles looked a..s It he would Mt him pence--l'lalf penny on that pot or 3&11, a,.d he 
ror a mamt, but he Ulought better or tt . naturally dldn ' t ,iant It scotr ed. You•ve 
He took up the chopper agaJn. got pl enty or money to buy Lhl1*S ror your-

•Hang tt,• said Blake, • you mst.o 1 t self tr you want ttem .• 
chop up his trunk.• •certalnl.y - certainly. I was not 

• Do you t hink we•re going to have tt I •are that the jam was pwlvate pwoperty,' 
here? • dmianded He?Tles, In wrath. sa id D' Arcy. 1 1 weally owe the person en 

•Give cie a hand .. 1th It Into the bo:x• apology, though he was so dlsagweeable.• 
room, then.• •You see, he atn • t SJch a howling bounder 
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art.er all, cbape,• astd Bl ake . pleased. with P ercy managed to smile , and O•AJW 
tlle new boy•s doclltty. •when he W'der.. left hi m without a sus picion. He did not 
stands tht~a better, he will leave orr retum t.o No. 6 Study, but wandered into 
playing Ule g lddY ox , you • 11 see . • the counon• room. There he beheld a scene 

D'Arcy lef t th e stUd y tn search or tll a t rilled him wt th tndtgnattom 
Perey. He met him In the passage, soon A nunt>er or Third Form young sl er s were 
aft er hls cl:rllng. Percy glowered at him. amuatng themselves wi th a new game. One or 
Arthur Augustus screwed hts eyeglass into tllea etru tted up and Q:nm with an enormous 
h1 s eye , aid approached Hellish. stlk h&t on hi s he ed , twirling the POker In 

• t owe you an apology,• he said grace - lteu of a cane , and ke ep ing a Shll Uftl 
rullY . •l was not aware Ulat th e lam I t ook screwed Into his e,ye In imitation or tbe 
was your pwtvat e pWOpercy. I apologtse .• new boy •s monocle. The rest were scream1n& 

Percy • s race cleared. It was necessa wt th l aughter, whtch " as r edoubled as 
ror the success or the scheme or vengeance 01;,rcy was sighted. 
he had rol"Cled that he should make It up wl th • How dare you laugh?• ezclatroed Mtggs 
D' Arey, and "In hi s conrtdence. 11lnor, whose performance was exc t ting such 

•Don•t mention It,• he sa id grace full y . mirt h. •Don't you know mo I am? MY naoe 
•t was a 11 ttle haatY. 11 ve just had a - aw - ts Arthaw Augustus Julius Caesar 
Ucktng . but, bless you, I don• t mind i n the D'Arcy. Get ore the earth, all you cocroon 
least . I t was lik e art cheek to kick a people .• 
superior per30n lik e your s elf. I hope you D•Arcy bea t •a retreat from the room. 
wHl rorg ive me.• the juniors s tru tt ing behind htm. 

:i~~l::~~!:n~~~~~dM~;i~:: and ~1:~d~imt~~::~~~: s:t~8e/~~m 
•where are you going to sleep to -night? A some sound adv ice 'Mllch hid about die same 
fellow like you will have a bed-r oom to ht~ efrect as ,at.er on a duck ' s back , md asked 
self. Only us corrmon cha ps sleep tn him Quest i on, ooncern t na his scholast i c 
dormitori es . • attainments ftllch really tr t&htooed him. 

•Blak e says I Ill.1st sleep In the Aonal - Then he gave hlm aome preparation to 00 tor 
towy like the othahs.• the imrrow• s work, encl sent him to hts study , 

•That 1s all my eye. Don• t you truat D'Arcy was lookl~ blue ,ti.en he came 
that chap• D'Arcy. He' s lealous or you into No. 6. He had bee, w;oer a tutor at 
because you•r e so superior , and wants to home, who was too 1%1.lch afraid or his doting 
keep you out or having a bed-ro om to your- ~ aunts to inak:e him ¥Ork , Md though he was 
self. Now, I put 1t to you - ta It likely not nawrally a t ool, hU tralntn& had 
that Or. Hollll!S would put a tellc:,t or your almos t made him one. 
cl ass LO sleep tn a donnt tory wit h a lo t or At St . Jim •s, hcmever, work was evident .. 
rt r r- rart?• ly t he order or the day. 1 t was a change 

•weallY, i t did not seem to 1111! Vf!MY that was benerl c lal, but Which he did not 
pwobabl e .• appreciate. 

•t should say so,• sa ld Percy emphati- The table was colll)l e tel.y occupied by 
call.y. •The r act ls , th e doctor a•ed me to the three chums, who were also preparing 
~ow you to yola"' room to - ni ght. In case or their lessons. Berries and Digby Showed no 
any rough horse - play r rom the coamon boys tncUnatton to move , but Blake made room 
here, you are to have a bed-room to yourself t or him. 
t n the oth er building . Don•t say a word to •Get along, you d'laps, • he aatd. •oon • t 
any or the oth ers, or theY may start on you be pigs . SQuattez -v ous l e i, mon caroon. 
before going to bed. Just before bedtime , 1111 lend you a hand H you ltk.e . • 
I ' ll show you Nlere you are to go.• •Thank you, " sa id D•Arcy grate ful ly. 

,q ani extwemely obliged to you,• said Blake made the new boy• s ordeal a good 
D'Arcy • deal easter . When t.helr prep wu rintahed, 

•oon • t mention It. It ' s always a the chums le ft the study , and D' Arcy wu 
plea.sure to a boy or trr:!I hulmle claH to do le f t alone. Blake relt he had well tul-
anythtng ror a supertor person.• tilled hls promise to Kildare, ah1. he was 

• 1 suppose so ,• assented o •Arcy SiE!l>lY not i nclined to burdm himself wh h a 
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ht l plees CIU1'ter ror the rut or the ns,t,w. Hontelth &lam:td at 0'.ll"CY. 
01.A.rcy !!IOOR grew t1red or th e stll¢1, • ta that hQIII you a ll°" your lWllor• to 

but a doubt as to th e r eception hi would get beha Yt, K1ldart7 • he uktd, ahr\lglng hla 

ouu td t kept hi • th ere tor socne tt111. narrow itloul der1 . 
F'ln&llY, gro,,tr-.. drtadtullY bored, he put on Kildar e bit hta lip . 
hi I hat and wal ked out. • 01 Arey , come here .• 

A s«ilor cue do,ri the peasaa, and l>'Arcy obe:pd. 

stared at him In puatrw . Without • word he •T&ke l:hat hat. orn• 
reached out S1d knodlad D'irtY 11 hat orr. •What's tht Nttth wtth It? • 

th t ah l117 topp t.r went rol111'1i alq the ' Take It ou t• 
paaaaae, and D•Arw ut t..ered an exclamation D' Arcy r emoved th e ortendtng headgear . 

or dllllaY Sid raae. • t tMM you're &11 IIBd heaht• he 
' Don' t do that qaln ,• said Ult 61:zth e1cJalae d . ' JI• """'1fl J caoe. The s chOol 

Former, passl,w on. Isn't ttt tor a &tnUetta'I. ' 
•o• ArcY 1ured aft er ht• In .. ,sent, 'BY liosest • uta Nootetth. • 1r a Junlcr 

and th en ptckea up hll ha t Sid put It on of cay House spoke to• Uk• that, J •d take 

again. He walked on, past th e Sixth stuctlu, th e ak in ort hts back.• 
.nd uu1 door or one ot them opentO and 'He doesn • t understand, ' said Kl Ldar e 

Rulhden or U'le Sh:lh cai.e out . He &lanced lhortly. •0 1.trcy, you aw:t not apeak like 

at the Juni<r , and knocked hts hat ott. that. Co and put your hat away. Junlora 
•Don't do that agatn, • he said rrown1,. _.. rM>t allowed to wear sl lk hats e.1cept on 

And be pused on. SW'Oa.ys, or wti.•n tak!n out by tb1 meters. • 

Sheer :=-s:.!.~:re:h&~·::t b~• ~;!1 i~1<1 tllch1 

~:~~~~·= o~:r:~•trc ~\•1 
r In 

knodc hf s hat or r was "'Pl t utnt, but not •Take tha t hat away lnstentlyl • 

tne q,llcabl e. But lllhat tbty oould poul blJ Kildare l ook.ta savaa e, and D'Arcy 

ae~ by tellln& bta not to do It again was &topped :short ln his re~s 9ld ot,eyeCI In 

put hta cOlll)('tbtnston. e , w&lkecl on u a mrn. Ke mde his way to t.hl ooor 

,oon as be h.:I Nplv.ed ht :s toPPtr, Ind as tbrou&h a cr1mJrw crowd. 
ht ,nur ed m, hall, again the unfortuna t e • tty onlY ainU • •JacUlaua r1111ns, t bt 

hat was knocked OY_. hta eyes. Ht ll'\l'lg N• llouae chtet . •1 sq, AUbr17, .r t ther e 

rtnl'ld rleretlJ' to rind a stalwart Si xth .n, ., re e.t i.. llk t you?' 
FOl"lltl' 11owertnc a t him.. 'liY name ta not Aubwey ,• said D•Arcy, 

•what. do you 11e111 by It , kid? • 1 1111 I oonsldah ,Olr Question a, lq,ertlnent.. • 

excJ&INd the lAt ttr. •Oh, 1 '• taptrtlnent , • I, you Juutnl7 

•Hean by 'ltlat?- Cl- that topp ert • 
•oon•t do tt again, that.•• a1U 1 •1 IN!fUH\ 1 

And the sen i or s.::°"led at tltm a,d The hat. wa.s jtrtcea away. He IIIIGe a 

strode .,ay. spr trc to ru cu• lt, but the co. held him 
o• Arcy aasp-1 with annzement.. He be• blCk.. 

,., t o think t.hat. he had ('.01111 Into a lunatic ,1u tns ex•tn ea the hu. 
u,lua. H Is hat wu atr.wfln& sl&rli or wear 'TM • tilt wsiu brush1rw ,• ht reu.rt.ed . 
and t.tat' , too. h POOthed dotlrl til t rutrled • 1111 brwll ft ror you, Aubrey. Tou can 
nap, and replaced Ule bat on his Mad, &n:l truat. me, Adol phua. Set • bMlll'I tt , 

1,r t tne scho ol Hou.st. He hearo voices tn Al&em on. • 
tht gym, and the Ug ht. was tnvlt.lng, ,o he He brushed It. wlt.h hi s slte ve, but a s 

stro lled in. hit brushe d It the wrong qy , lt1 appearaice 
Xtldart, the ~t&tn or St. J ta• s , was wu not. t-c,l"Oved 

thn. Re n, t a lking to a thln .. raced, Art.tar Aucuatua aave a ~1. 

ra ther sour-loott~ reuow, ~ ~·arq <11d •Give D? er/ hat., ,ou wurrlan t • 

no, know, but fllttOII anyone else CCUJd han •nwre•s a oent In the sid e. I 111St 
t.old him-., tlOnUlt h , the hud iir, r tr.\. or nrat&}lt en that out. ror you. • 
tl\t ""' Hous e at St . Jlm 1 s, gerierall.y k.nJlffO Fi ggi ns straight ened I t out , anc:1 mete a 

amona th e School Hous~ yourcat tra a.s • ca.1 bl& bulge In pl act or 12ut little dent. 

Nontett.h.' Arthtr Augu.stu.s tort h1meH tN t rrca the 
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co. , and trted to wrench the hat away. The n,ey entered the New Houae, an::I Ptre¥ 

brta ca.re orr In D'Ar'CY' S clutch , m the lta the~ t.o Hontetth•s room. He knew 

rest. remained to ftggtn1. tht New Houae pre r ect "a, tn the unw, at\111, 

• Dear met• aatd r tgglna. •You• ve quite ard ao t.he roo• was sure to be empty. 
spoiled the hat., PeJ"11lt me to retw"n I t t.o 0 1 A:-cy surveyed the cosy apartment wt th 

your htghn eH .' much aat1sract1on . 
Hi ret~ed It, Jun.Ing It down tlghtl.J There were curta tn a to Ult: wlndCJW1, 

over the new boy's ears. O•A.rcy, with so:ae bookahelves on the "8l.U , • han::lsome duk , 

dltttcu l tY, draa&ed It otr, and beat a and o table. Tht bed was let Into a recess 

retreat rrom the &)'11. Aliioat In tears , he In the wall , 8f'ld a bt g flowered screll'I .mut 

returned to Ult School House . There he imit It o rr tro11 view. 

Percy f1ell1ah. •Bat jove ,• aald 0 ' 4l"'C1', • thts ta VfffC/ 

•Hallot • said that bright youth . • Get.ting coatortabl e. It ts inore Uke home. t am 

near bed-time . Would you like to go to ;your extwe1D11Y obll&ed t o you , ~ lads • 

roc:a, ltf lord?" Percy • s teeth ca.ue toaether , but he 

•T ea ,• quavered D'Arcy. •The tw..ltes cont rolled hlmselt. 
have spoiled 111 hat. I hav e nevah seen such •t hope you sleep ,rtll, • he satd. 

"IUfr bM.ates In 1.11 llfl lire. t ~ oul.d lUte ' PlHM rtng ,nen you "81lt YOW" hot water 

to go to ~ woom.• tn the 11e>rntrc. Don't sta,d any no1uense 
•come alone , then , sir , " Ir you are disturbed. • 
And Percy l ed the w113. He crossed t.ne • I will wemembah. Coocl n tght..• 

quSdrencle towards tl'le New House, and the 'Pleasant dretmis ,• .satd Percy 

unauap ec tlng new boy rollowed hhn . Arthur sardonically . 
Auauatua knew nothing or th e rivalry be tll'een Arthur Augusw s might mtive pl easant. 

th e two hOu.ses at St. Jim ' s, or what waa dru.ms. but he "aa certain to have an un-
llk e l,y to befall a boy or one house r ounrJ ptuaant mraken tng when t1ontel th caDt to 

wMdert111 In the other. hi s r<1om. 
• You see, • explained Percy as he went Percy escaped unnoticed trom the Ne" 

alona , at the MDI time kH Pln& a wary eye House. Artlnr Augustus proceeded. to un-
open ror New HOUie rellows • • t he Heaa has dress .. a get Into bed. He wu tir ed, and 

arranaect for 1ou to have a room tn th e other he q5 soon s l ee ping as SOW1Cf as a t op . 

house, so as to be sure there 's no hor&e- Hor dtd he awake at the .sound or voi ces 

play . I t would hurt htm awrully tr you were and rootsteps. 
treat.Id wt th ciurespect by any or t.ne Juniors 
I r anyone coaea into your bt<lrOOm. don• t. 
s tald on cereaony with hl11. Tell hl 11 t o get 
out, and tr he begins any nonsense • Ill)' a 
plllow at htm. That• s the way to treat 
theH tellows.• 

•vewr good,' said D'Arcy . 

IHE DE\IELQPHENT OF A WRIT ER 

('Ther e "111 be a rurther instalment or t.hls 
62-y ear old 5to ~ next month .) 

Musings from Ray Hopkins 

"The Swell of St. Jim's" continues to hold One's interest 

and some of D'Arcy'• dialogue sounds very like what it .was to be

come later on in the Gem. I t's surpri s ing that this story was 

never repr i nted when the SOL started. The st y le i n which it is 

written would not have seemed quite so different when t he SOL' s 
first came out as it does now. However, seeing that it r eally is 

62 yea rs o ld, it is in cre dible that lt reads as well as i t does . 

I t makes one realize what a tremen dous ly improved wri t er Fr ank 
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Richa rd s ha d become by the 1930' • . 

(EDITORIAL COHHENT: The improv,..ent, an d much of it within only 

a very few years , 11 re.markab le . AB we have couae nt ed befo r e , 

there a r e many pl aces in thie o ld ta l e where a hint of th e coming 

gen ius peep s th r ough, but the re a re also badly - conatruc t ed se n

tences whi ch would have cause d the au t hor - la te r renow ne d fo r hi s 

i.mpeccab le English - to shudde r , t wenty yea rs on. None of th e old 

stories of whi ch this one forms a par t was e ver reprinted . A few 

of t hem we r e r e-written, i nt r oducing the Terr ible Thr e e and Mr . 

Rai }ton , a nd were pub lis hed thus in the b lue Gem. But fo r the 

most par t t he y were neg le cted, an d this was chi efl y due , no doubt, 

to th e absence of Tom Merr y. By the ti.me that t he S .0 .L. was 

sit t ing up an d chir pi ng - and wolfing up material - there may have 

bee n ga ps in t he A.P. files .) 

LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No, 129. HA, HA, HA! YOU AND HE'. 

In an ear l y Slade story, Mr. Buddle laughed in chapel , Later, 

as balled of himself, he re called the c01DD.ent of Goethe that you can 

ju dge a 111&n by the things he laughs at. 

We al l have our funny bones l ocate d in di ffe r ent spots, We 

are not all ti ckl e d by the same thing. And as we grow old er our 

sens e of humour changes. 
way back, in the da ys of the s i lent cinema, there wer e two 

t ypes of comedy popular at the same ti me. One type came f r om John 

Bunny a nd Fl ora Finch . Theirs was, I am told, a quie t , r easonable 

sty le of domestic comedy which delighte d and amuse d adults of the 

early years of Xlng George the Fifth. The majority of children 

had no time for it a t a ll. 
On the other hand, t he Keystone Comedi es, presented by Mack 

Sennett , wer e slap sti ck and knockabout-stuff r un r i ot , Al l chil· 

dren loved the Keystones, and, sec r et l y , most adults lo ve d them 

as wel l. The phenomenal success of Keya t one was the timing and 

the inve ntiv enes s of the men and women conc er ne d . Mack Senn et t 

has sa id that he rare l y worke d to any form of script , They found 

or manufactured t he fun as they went a l ong. 
Which prob ab l y vas one of th e r easons for thei r suc cess . It 

is the man who tri es desper ately ha rd to be funny who usual l y end s 

up as a co loss a l bore. 
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Comedy, of cour ae, depends not alone on taate or ait uat.ion, 

but on th e way it is presented. In one. of the Chap l in 2-reel era , 

Charlie is sitting up in a gallery of a re s taurant or ball -r oom 

with Edna Purviance. They a r e enjoying ice-cream . Quite accident

a lly, an d it i s all so cleverly done that the co ntriv ance la neve r 

obvious, Charlie's i ce slips from hie dish . I t falls t o t he floor, 

slithe rs throug h th e slats, an d plop s on to the neck of a stout 

l ady, beautifull y dr es sed in low-c ut gown, seated be neath t he 

ba l co ny. The ice then gradual l y s l id es down the horrified lad y '• 

bac k . The eff ec t is hilariou1. So well is it done tha t it a ppe a rs 

as a screamingly funny accident, 
In fairly rece nt ti.mes, in a Sex ton Blak e story, a you ng l a dy, 

at one of Sexton Bl ake ' s s t aff parti es , shoves an ice - cream dov n 

Tinker I a nec k . It is inten d ed to convu l se the reader , but it sad l y 

misfires. A normal reader sees t he act merel y as a pi ece of i nfan 

tile bad manners whic h is t oo stu pid , and too unlikel y , to be even 

mildly amusing. Such are the two effects of i ce- creaa . 
It is probable that the Bunny-Finch comedieo, consi dered goo d 

ln th eir day, would fai l to amus e ln moder n times. But th e few 

extant Keystones, de s pite deterioration · in the nega tiv es and th e 
cut off tops a nd bottoms of the pictur e caused by t he difference 

i n picture a lze on modern pro je ctor s, sti ll del i ght au diences. 

They clearly had genius - a genlus, in fact, which was l os t long 

ago, and ne ve r found again. 
Which brings me to the polnt of thls exercise. In th e 

Septemb er Dlgest , Mr. Len Wormull compare d the humour of Hamilton 

with that of Brooks. Mr. Won:aul l found t he Hamil to n humour mor e 

to his lik l ng, 
I have not read enough of Br ooks to be able to make a fair 

comparison, but I feel fa i rl y su re t hat Hamil ton was unsu rpa ssed 

in the matter of int r oduc ing subt l e humour into his stories. Mr. 

Wormull, in coming to his decisio n, quoted Bunte r, Wibley , and 

Coker as t he funny men who hel ped to give Hamilton the edge . 

I enj oye d plenty o f the llibl ey stories, but he ne ver struck 

me as ve r y funny. Coker was r es ponsible for a good deal of fun, 

uni ntentio na l on his pa rt, an d he sta rr ed in some splend id tales. 

But Coker was very much an ac quired tas te. Somet imes he went on 

too long and became tedious. The author was delightful when he 

presented r es trained pictur e s of Coker. He was les s successful 

when he tr ie d desp er ate ly hard to be funny at Coker'• exp ense. 

Bunter, of course, fea t ur ed i n hundred s of extravagant 

eoiaodes which one could read without mustering a smil e But in 
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the golden age of the Magnet he star red in dozens of delicious 
sequences which are r eal gem.a of perfect comedy. So many people 
slam Bunter because t hey only know a part of him. 

The real comed y of Hamilton is found in his own "asides" in 
the st or ies, in some of his descriptive matter, in his pictures of 
the relation s between the masters, in stories like 'torhe Missing 
Mast erp iec e" (quoted by Danny last month) when Hobson was trying 
to avoid hurting t he feelings of his musical f r iend, yet unpre
par ed to s uff er the torture of listening to one of his compositions. 
Hamilton was at his most humorou s when he tilted at so much of the 
fun in humanity. It was not his comedi ans who made him a good 
humorist. He could be funny with any character. Gussy and Cardew 
were not comedians, but they were often given superbly funny . 
things to say, and, by contri van ce in which the actual contrivance 
was ski lfully hidden, ple nty of the more se riou s charac t ers were 
pl.ace d in situation s which ti ckled and delighted the reader . 
Hamilton, like Sennett, had rea 1 genius. 

1n this month's Digest, Mr. Jim Cook, who,. and all credit to 
him - is always ready to leap to the defence of St. Frank's , 
suggests that it was the Billy Bunter type of humour which has 
caused the ol d papers to be "lumped together as comics." It wasn I t 
really anything of the sort. The term "comics," to embrac e all 
types of juvenile papers , is one of the l e ss desirable post-war 
imports from America. A year or two ago an Aust r a lian reader 
referred to the "Union Jac k" as a "comic." Anything less l ike a 
comic than the "Unio n Jack 11 it would be har d to find . 

Mr . Cook says 1~he Nelson Lee Library was not a comic paper" 
- perhaps inferring that the Magnet was. Of course the Lee was 
not a cODlic. But, if modern youngsters ever mentioned t he Nelson 
Lee Library, they would still term it a comi c , just as they do the 
Magnet . 

ECHOES 

W. LOITS: Whilst it does seem strange that a series of th ree 
~in the Gem were written by differen t authors, this is by 
no means uncoamon. I have fou nd many cases where even a seria 1 
has been starte d by one author and fin ished by another. Pentelow 
was fond of enlarging a story into many parts if it were possible, 
and neve r believed in wasting a plot. Will Gibbons an office boy 
on the BFL once wrote a Magnet story, had it almost rejected, and 
then bought at a reduced fee, then Pentelow wrote a sequel to it'. 
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But the clas sic a l case of all was where Cli ve Fen n had a story 
reje c ted, and lat er found that fe ntelow had no t onl y used the idea 
but ma de six storie a, out of it! 

Mr. c. D. Lowe certainly wrote a few stories for the Gem, but 
never "D' Arcy the Ventriloquist' though he may hav e submitted a 
story with that title an d had it a ltered. Mr. I.owe d i d write 
stories under two pen-name s, but my information is that he was a 
scenario-writer who on ce wro te a Tom Merry acript fo r a film, 
which was shelved. All the same l ike our editor I am hoping that 
he can be contacted aga i n , as he may pro vide some interestin g 
material. 

* * * * * * * * 
REVIEWS 

THE WHO'S WHO OF CHILDREN' S LITERATURE 

* * * * * * 
Brian Doyle 

(Hugh Evelyn 63/-) 

The appearance in t he shops of this book by Bri an Doyl e , to
ge t her wi t h the report that t he Billy Bunte r Picture Book is a l so 
on sa l e in this way, rem in ds us that not o nl y Wimbledon has turned 
pr of es sional in thi s yea r of grace 1968 . Anything - whethe r anima l, 
vege t ab le, or mineral - must be truly first -class i n its own s pher e 
before i t can f in d profe ssio nal backi ng and meet pro fessional 
compe tition, 

And thia book, which represents years of work on the part of 
Brian Doyle, is f ir s t -class i n ever y respect, a nd is indis pe nsa bl e 
to every li brary an d to mos t home bookshelves. It re a ds beautifully 
a ll the way t hrou gh; the writer never lets his r ea der' s inte rest 
flag; the i ll ust rati ons, an d there is a profusi on of them, a re 
delightful an d heartwarming; the produ ct ion i s impecca b le . 

Do not assume , however, that you may now throw away Mr. Ooyle 1 s 
previous "Who' s Who of Boys' Writers a nd Illu st rator s." You will 
st ill need bot h books, and, with them, your refe rence l i br ary to 
t he o ld writers an d i llustr ato r s for th e young wi ll be as complete 
as it is eve r likely to be . 

The new boo k is a lmost ce rt ain ly aimed at the ca rr iage t ra de. 
lb w els e can we just i fy the full~pa ge repro du cti ons of the covers 
of the Boys' Own Paper, the Captain, and two d if feren t covers of 
Chums, while there is no pi c ture a t a ll of the Magnet which was 
pr obab l y th e most memorable of the l ot? It is onl y fair to add 
that the frontispiece is a composite co lle ction of Bunter sketches 
from the brus h o f C. H. Chapman, and t he ca ption to t his pi cture 
pays tribute to the Magnet, which makes t he l ac k of a cov er 
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reproduction all the •ore surprising. 
I find it a trifle hard to understand the slot devoted 

(deservedly) to C. H. Chapman, while ther e ie no mention a t all of 
such well-loved artiata as R. J, Macdonald, Leonard Shields, and 
Warwick Reynolds. The inclusion of the one tends to spotlight the 
exclusion of the others. 

Happlly enough, that wonderful art let J. Loule Smythe lo 
li ste d vith the illustrators, though the author tells us that •ti,e 
finds a place here because he vas the first artist to dr aw Tiger 
Tim. " Smythe, surely, de se rve• hia pl a ce for outstanding merit 
far be yon d his remote connection with Ti ge r Tim. 

The au thor, in fac t, forestalls such minor cr iticisms in his 
excellent introduction, where he points out that "if cc:mplete 
thoroughnee1 had been aimed at, the work would have take n up 
a ever al vo ltae: 8. 11 

One particular joy among so many in t his book is coming ac ross 
titles of atoriea ve read in childhood long ago and now findin g 
parti cu l ars a nd pi cture s of the men and women who wrote them. It 
ii a lovely, worth·vhile volume which vill provide hours of immed
iate joy, and will give unfailing ple a s ur e for a ll the years to 
come. 

DOWN OONG THE AD KEN 
W. A.. Ba Hinger 

(Mayflower 3/6) 

Exciting sto r y concerning the disappearance of a model who 
hal been hired for a giant advertiaiog campaign. The whole post
war Blake organisation plays a part, an d the tale is written in 
the modern idiom . Edward carter who "reluctantly answ ers to the 
name of Tink er" is well to the front, an d the ya rn is sufficiently 
middle-of-the-road to satiefy the older fans as well as the newer 
gene ration,of Blakian s . 

* * * * i * * * * * * * * * WANT E D Pre-war O.B.B's papers , comics, annuals. Also 
some children's aMuals and poet-war Bunters, 
FOR SA.U:: llo\MnTONIA., SOLs, LEES, VANGUARDS, PWCKS, etc. 
Annuals include Chuma, BOA's (and some loose copies), Captains, 
Champion, Unio n Jack (Henty) etc. 1947/49 Champions, Rovers, 
Adventures, Hot spur, Wizards, 18/- doz, post extra, 

NORMAN S. SHAW, 84 BELVEDERE, LONDON. S .E. 19. 
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BLAK IANA 
Conduc ted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 

27, Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S.E.22 

I shou ld like to say 'thank you ' to those reade rs who so 
kindly wrote to me about the 1939 Sexton Blake Radio Serial. With 
th eir perlllission I will publish extracts from their letters in 
December 81..AKIANA. I am sure you will al l be interested . 

Josephine Pacl<man 

W. M. GRAYDON By W O G Lofts 

William Murray Grayd on had always an ambition to visit the 
home of his ancestors. Indeed, one of them cou ld be traced right 
back to Charle s I, when a Captain Graydon se rv ed with great dis
tinction in His Majest y 's army. When one of his books was due to 
be published in England, W. M. G. t hen took the opportunity to 
visit England, so setting sail from America wi th his wife Pearl, 
son Robert, and younger daughter Rachae l he landed in this count r y 
about 1898, 

Victo r ian England, it should be mentioned, was a boys fiction 
writers paradise . Unlike the twe nties and thirties remembered by 
the majority of coll ectors, when the Amalgamated Press Ltd, and 
D. · c. Thomson dominated the scene, many other large publishing 
firms were flourishing at this period such as Aldine's, Charles 
Shurey, and James Henderson to name onl y a fe w. A proli fic writer 
could earn, and especially with the skill of Graydon almost as 
much as they cou ld writ e. There was no question that any material 
would be rejected. Competition of gettin g the best writers for 
publishing firms was too fierce in the fear of upsetting a contri
butor by turning down his work. 

Although returning to the U.S.A . for shortish periods at the 
tu rn of the centu ry W.M,G. in time dec i ded that not only did the 
English way of life suit him, but the English market as well, 
Settling at Norfolk, he decided to make England hi s home, much to 
the great disma y of his lawyer / Judge father , who in a way never 
forgave him for leaving the U. S.A . but more abo ut this later. 

William Murray Graydon' e output was really t remendou s , as he 
wrote for almost e ve ry publ ishing firm, using th e new invention 
the dictaphone for hours on e nd . A kee n student of geography he 
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could write authentically about any coun try in the world, and h is 
tales about the Congo, and Siberia wer e tremendously popular with 
readers who longed to know more about the mysterious countries 
that wer e so much in the neva at that period, "S e>cton Blake in 
the Congo" one of his earliest efforts which ran as a serial in 
the green BOYS FRIEND for six months is at 111 cons idered a 
c lassic story by many collecto r s, as W,M,G, also expreesed hie own 
stron g political views on Belgium'& treatment of the nativea. 

Although like the majority of other writers he penned Sexton 
Blake stories, and had hi1 own Scotland Yard man Inspector Widgeon, 
he a lso created other de t e ct ives such as Carfax Baines; Gordon 
Fox-; Abel Link; and Derek Clyde, but none of these ever caught on 
wi th the public, and soon his whole output and interest was 
pra ctica ll y on the greatest detective of them all Sexton Blake . 

Hie fir s t Blake yarn incidentally was in 1904 in the Union 
Ja ck, and he laid claim shortly after this date to immort a lity by 
cr eating Mra , Bardell and Pedro, two very important characters in
deed in the Sexton Blake saga , 

So much has be en written , in the past about the style of 
W,M,G'a writings that I will not dwell long on it here, Although 
I am not a strong supporter of the clan who claim to tell a 
writer's style at once, I must admit that in his case, sometimes it 
is unmistakable, He usually made Tinker addreaa Blake aa "Gov
ernor11 or 11Slr, tt and the det ective usually a nswered with 1'My Boy . 11 

He was fond of the word "Vowed" an d nearly alwaya in expre1sion1 
he used the phrase "A lump rose in his throat II or nchoked with 
emotion." In short W.M.G . was the supreme master of melodrama as 
Victor Colby of Australia so aptl y phr as ed it in a recent article. 
"His stories were a world of swooning maidens, noble virtuous 
youths with lumps rising in their throat s aa they contemplated the 
wickedness of the vo;ld, a nd of wrp ng heirs living in abje ct 
poverty because of the machinationa of a mixed bag of evil step
brothers , uncle& a nd usurpers genera ll y." 

Hie stories in the earl y da ys mostl y started with a prologue, 
and other characters created by him were Fenlock Fawn, Baell 
Wic ketahav, c.avendish Doyle , Laban Creed, and last but not least 
Matthew Quin the big game hunter. Apart from using hie own name 
he used the nom-de-plume of "Alfred ARMITAGE11 (s ometimes ape lt 
Annytage) mainl y for hie historical stories, and Willi am Murray . 
There ia no doubt that he used other names ae well to coVer hie 
identity in other fields, but concrete proof la sti ll to be 
ratified. 



Page 17 

At hia best W .M .G. waa a ver y fine writer, and his hiatori ca 1 
stories are 1till collected and sought after today by collectors . 
Unfort unat el y he aacri ficed quantity for quality, by simply chu rn
ing out his stories, and this probably caused him not to move wit h 
the times, by concentra ting on the current trends of the boys 
fiction market. His wr iting style in the early 20s was still of 
t he period of the 1880s or earlier, or to be blunt simply outdated . 
When H, W. Twyman took over the Union J ack in 1921, and was a man 
with fresh ideas and a modern outlook on life, he simply would not 
accept W.M,G's work, nor would many other editors - so an author 
who had been as prolifi c as the gr eat Charles Hamilton gradually 
found his work 1'unsuitable 11 though Len Pratt of the Sexton Bl a ke 
Library was far more charitable, and still accepted the odd S .B.L . 
ya rn until he retired from. writing altogether about 1930. 

W.M.G's fathe r was a l awye r /Judge and a very wealthy man, and 
coming into a small amount of money (certainly not as much as he 
would have got, because he r aised his father I s displeasure at 
living in England) he was ab le to live on the interest , 

1940 sa w W .M.G . living down in Cornwall, where after his wife 
Pearl died during the early part of the last war, he became 
se riousl y i 11, He recovered to some extent, and his daug hter 
Rachael came and looked after him, but during th e last t wo years 
of his life he practicall y never left his bed, where he eventua ll y 
died on the 5th April 1946 aged 83. After giving so much pleasure 
to millions of peop l e it was a very sad end i ng t o such a grand 
writer . Retaining hi s American citizenship always, W .M.G. was of 
ave rage height, slim, or wir y build, and wit h an auburn moust ac he . 
Of fresh com.plexion, he spoke like a country gentleman wi t h no 
trace of an American accent. 

Probably the reader may wonder why so far I have not mentioned 
Robert Murray Graydo n hie son who died even earlier in 1937. Never 
probably have a father and son been so different . But that i s 
another story . 

A UN ION JACK CQMPETIT ION By O W Wadham 

Not many boys' papers pa sse d th rou gh the Gold en Age without 
running a variety of prize-giving com.petitions. 

In December 1924, the Union Jack ran a Pr i ze Com.petiti on 11to 
surpass all others." The fi rst prize was ElO a week for life 
(equal to more than f.30 these days), or you could have f.4,000 cash 
down. Second prize wa1 £300, and the third was £200. 
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The contest was conducte d i n conjunction with Answers, 

Pictorial Magazine and A.11 Sports , and r an for 15 weeks , 
The result shou ld have been known about March or April 1925, 

and if any readers of the Colle ctors' Digest have copies of the 
Union Jack around that period lt should be interesting to look 

them up and aee who the winner was. 
There is a big chance that he or she would still be alive 

today - and -ybe sti ll getti ng thoae ten lovely notes each week . 

The winner would. it la presumed, sti ll be interested in 
Sexton Blake , even if he or she has never heard of the Coll ecto rs' 

Digeat. 
If the right person cou ld be contacte d after al l the se years, 

what a pl easant surprise he or she would get to know so many 
people are st ill intereste d, and still pos ses s, tho se old weekly 
pub lica tiona. · 

Seeing that the competition was for "the biggest prize eve r 
offe red in a popular jou rnal ," up to that time, I woul d like to 
know who secured it . 

Of cOurae the person may have been a reader of t he other 

three papers mentioned, but I would like to think the winning 

entry came- from a reader of the good old Union Jack. 

* * * * * 
Thia compet it ion started in Union Jack No, 1107 dated 

27,12. 1924 and ran for 15 weeks until 14,3.1925, The last set of 

pictures appeared in Union Jack No. 1118 , 
The re sult of the competition was given in Union Jack No, 

1132 dated 20,6 , 1925, the winners being listed u follows: 

1st Prize: Mrs . E. c. Bulbi ck, Trentham. Victo r ia Avenue . 
Westgate-on-Sea, Kent. 

2nd Pr ize : Mr. Frederi ck Wills, 12 St. John's Road, Cr oydon. 

3rd Prize : Major W. J, Stomm, Grove Hill, Harrow-on-the-Hill , 

Mr , Pointer of 4, Stat ion Terr ace, Westgate-on-Sea, sold the 
Union Jacks to the First Prize winner and received £50 for so doing, 

Incidentally. there vas an earlier competition run on similar 
line•, Thia one , ca ll ed "Celebrities, 11 started in U .J. No. 1097 

and finished the same week that the "Far and Near11 com.petition 
s t arted . Amazing~ 

'Ihere were a lot of competi tion, in al l the Companion Paper s 
at that time. I often wonder if people did really win any prizeo. 

Jose phine Padman. 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
November 1918 

iiie War is over~ 
Even as I write it now, a week or two after, it just doesn't 

s eem possible. 
It caught ever ybody on the hop. It came with stunning sudden

ness. It only seems a few week 1 bac k that the war news was 
terrible. Though we never believed we would los e the war, it fel t 
as though there was a long, long grind ahe a d . And now, juat like 
&""itching on a light, it ' s al l over . 

For just a short while the neve was good, an d ve knew that 
the enemy vaa fall ing back everywhere . Air raids were done wit h , 
Then, on November 3rd, Austria surrendered. It wa a wonderful news 
though we still thought Germany wou ld be a tough nut . 

On November 4th the German navy mutinied . It was good news, 
but we wer e corshuaa. We didn't think it poasib le that the var 
was reall y r unn ing out at last . 

And then , on the mornin g of November 11th , ou r Hea dmaster 
came into the c l as sroom . He look ed wild and wooll y and flu ste red . 

He 1aid: ''The var • a over .. at the eleventh hour of the 
eleventh mnth. Go home, boys, go hcae . Ge t out your flag• ali:d 
put them up. 11 

At home we put up t he flags . Doug and Dad came home early, 
an d Doug had managed to get some firework s. Goodne ss knows wher e 
t he y came from or what he paid for them . And we a ll vent mad that 
da y. We lau ghed, we linked a m s with strangers, we shouted, we 
cheered, And everybody was del eerio us ly happy, exc e pt those who 
were thinkin g of the ones who vould ne ver come ·back . 

The war is over , a nd what has it left behind? Many of the 
old papers have gone ae the years went by . Those which are l eft 
a re 10 small th a t they a re ghosts of what they used to be. 

The trams. too , ha ve taken a terr i ble th ras hin g from the war . 
The track s have been allowed to de te r iorate, the car e have had no 
main t enance and have been kept going with string and sealing wax . 

But it 's over, a nd now we can laugh, an d be happ y a gain, and 
hope that . it can never happen again , 

As i s fitting for this marvellous month, the Boys' Friend 
has beefl .grand as usual. The kidnapping series has been t he · beat 
o_f .. Rookwood I have ever re a d . The s tories which continued the 



series in November were "The Vanishing of Newcombe, 11 "The Missi ng 
Trio, 11 "The Kidna ppin g of Jhsn y Si Iver , 11 "The Sec re t of the 
Vaul t s. " We knew, a ll the time, tha t C.aptilin ' Lagden must be the 
kidnapper, and, at th e finish , it turn ed out he was not really 
Lagden at all , but the rasca ll y Baumann, who had once been expelled 
from Rookwood. 

The las t Rookwood tale of the month was ''Tubby Muffi n ' s Bene fi t." 
I t wa s quite good, but an ant i- ckima cks aft er the kidn a ppi ng series. 
Muffin was supposed to owe a large bill to an outfitt er who was 
dunning him, and the jun i ors put on a show to make the money for 
him. 

The Cedar Creek Barri ng-out seri es has also gone on, ri ght 
th ro ugh the month. The boys were on str ike because Mis s Meadows 
had been sacked, and old Man Gunten had put Mr, Pecko ver in he r 
pla ce. 

The s t or i es were 'The Striker ' s Triumph" (in which Ol d Man 
Gunten ca l le d in the ai d of the Sher if f ); "Faci ng the Foe," ''The 
Siege of Cedar Cr ee k," "The Rebe l s' Surre nder" (in whi ch Bob La1i1-
less re ceive d a messag e t hat his fathe r was dyi ng so the strike was 
called off, Then Bob came back, and t he st r ike was on again); "A 
Desperate Venture , 11 Thi s is a great se rie s . 

The Gem and the Magnet both just get by th is month • on points. 
Each has had three pretty good stories out of t he month I s total of 
five. 

The Gem cont inued t he series abou t the Hea d 1 s 60th birth day , 
and t he two t a le s were 11The Black Sheep of the Shell" and "In 
Honour of the Head. 11 At an a ssembl y a ll were ready to hand over 
thei r pr esen t s to the Head. Kilda re made a speech which must 
sure ly have been written by Mr . Lloyd Geor ge. Then the y a ll 
ste pped forward to giv e their presents • even Taggles. Onl y the 
Ter ri ble Three - poor l ads - had no pr esen t to give . No wonder the 
Head gave them a straight look . Thei r present was to have bee n a 
framed photo of St. Jim's • but Racke & Co had pinched it. Awfu l 
t r i pe, this serie s. 

Then came a 3- story series which was prett y good. Tales 
featur i ng Ticke y Tapp are us ually wor th re ading. He had opened a 
gambl ing den in t he bunga low r ented t,o Racke through "Racke' s Man." 
Str ang el y enough, the bunga low was named Laurel Villa . Funny for 
the author to use that name when he had so many othe rs to choos e 
f rom. Cli ve smashed up the gambl ing de.n when he found that Car dew 
was involved . This tale was "C.alled to Order." 

Then t wo more st ori e s , in which Talbot was kidnapped by Tic ke y 
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Tapp. These were 11Talbot • s Foes u an d "Brought t o Li ght." So the 
G ... got by - on pointa. 

Quite a startling thing happened towards the end of t he month. 
A Handley-Page bi-plane flew over London ca rrying 40 passengers . 
Fancy passen gers in an aeroplane . I wonder whether the time will 
come when we t r avel by air instead of by train . 

And now for the Magnet. "Hi s C.ountry'·s Ca.11° was the sequ e l 
to the story about Hil ary, the son of the co nscientious ob jec tor. 
Then "Coker 1 s Latest" - Bunter was teac hing Coker to be a ventrilo
quist - was very funny indeed, and very enjo yable . 

''Walker of the Sixth " was feeble. Something of a reform on 
the part of Walker who began to talk like a "Peep Behind the 
Scenes." 

"In Spite of Himself" wa s good of i ts type, tho ugh I don I t 
ca re a lot ab out tales of Snoop and his soldier father. 

Lastly "Spring I s Brother," another of those scat ty tales 
about the mysterious new bo y Spring, was a wash ·out. 

So, like the Gem, the Magnet j us t got by - on points. 
At the pi ct ures this month I have seen Wall ace Reid in Rimrock 

Jones;" Alma Rubens in "I Love You. 11 (This one was awful:) 
Char les Ra y in "His Mother's Boy" - and I always like Charles Ray 
pictures. Pauline Frederick in "Jealousy." Theda Bara in a 
spectacular but rather dr y film cal led 11Cleopatra . 11 And Pearl 
White is in a new serial ''The House of Hate . '1 I like her muchly, 
and always think of her as 1 'Elain e . " 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * WE DON1 T LIKE asking for 11offers 11 for items, but in this case we 
don't know the va lue of the items or who might be interested. 
Nominal pri ces only asked. Anyone interested may like to make an 
offer for any of the following: Rather rough and worn volum e of 
BOYS OF ENGlAND (original series Vol, 1. Nos. 1 - 26. 1866-67.) 
Aged volume of THE BOYS' JOURNAL (Vol. II. July - December 1863.) 
THE HOME CIRCLE (Jan - June 1853 . Covers rath er rough , but contents 
quite goo d . ) THE WORKING MAN'S FRIEND (October 1851 - March 1852) . 
Fai rl y good considering age. Also GOLDEN DAYS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
(fascinating volume in nice condition. Vohune II . 18 89 - 1990) and 
THE QUIVER (volume for 1910, Lots of interesting readin g - fairly 
goo d condition). The following FREE to anyone interested who will 
pay the postage: 2 volumes of the FRANCO-GERW.N WAR which belonged 
to Char les Hamilton when he was a young man. F.ach vohane has his 
a utograph on the inside front cover . 

ERIC FAYNE EXCELSIOR HOUSE GROVE RD SURBITQN. 
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NELSON LE~ COWMN 
THAT CONQUEST TOUCH By Norm.an Wright 

Though ostensibly a writer of school stories E . S . Brook's 

postwar fame ca n be attributed al.moat enti rel y to his detective 

an d thriller novels under hie Berkeley Gray/Victor Gunn pen names . 

Norman Conques t , veteran of four dozen hard back novels 

deserves special mention &I he ra nks with the Saint ln being a 
sustaine d fa vourite with reader a over a pe ri od of three decades . 

During the l ste 192ft' s and through the 1930' s the super-dynamic 

devil !may- ca re ty pe of hero was emer ging as the t re nd . in popular 

thrillers. 192 7 had seen the birth of the Saint (''Meet the Tiger") 

who within 12 years was to become an institution a nd achieve the 

st atu e of omnibu s book form, an d a format rese rved for the Bulldog 

Or1111111onds and Sherlock Holmes of the fictions 1 wor l d. 

Conquest first appeared in print between the cove r s of the 
'Thriller." Most of these early tales were later published in 

har d- back form by Collins, who have published all of the con quest 
thrillers, Many of the novels were reprinted in White Circle 

paperbacks during the 1948' 1 and early 1950's . Font ana reprinted 

five of the novels as paperbacks, and Four Square have re-isaued 
11C.all Conquest for Danger" in paperback, Pri or to t he White Ci r cle 

reprint• "Colllno had issued many of the Conquest novels in che a p 

editions . 
Th.e inevitab l e fate of a long running series is a deterioration 

in the quality of the plot, and this in my opinion, happe ned to the 

Conquest Sag a in its la te r yea rs . Up until the mid 1950' s the 

stories had good plots and good characterisation, th ey we r e close ly 

linked 1torie1 with numerou1 references to pa.at adventures , an 

overa 11 plot running from ato r y to story Mandy, Supe r inten dent 

Willl ams (fot111eTl y Chie f Inspector ) , the Pace Special (acq ulred in 

"Blonde for Danger" and destroyed by a c rook named Reed Lonson 

while attempting to es cape the law), Conquest Court (fonnerly 
1-Underneath the Arches" in Bayawater) , and Aunt Susan were familiar 

tr!Jmings that appeared in almost every atory . Gradually thie list 

thinned out . Super intendent Williama ataye d - the pawn in many a 

game . He was to Conquest what Inspector Teal waa to the Saint . 

Mandy made r are appea ran ces in later years, but his char acter seemed 

watered down. Conquest him1elf changed , he lo st his re ck l eaa air 
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and ado pted a much more so phisticated manner of dr ess - perhaps 
inf l uenced by the popularity of Bond and the sophisticated anti 
he r oes of the last ten years. After the pace special was des 
troyed its place was taken by a variety of flashy cars th a t never 

lasted more than a couple of stories . The influence of the Bond 

era was de stined to increase the number of gadgets used . Titese 
had been virtual l y non-existent during the 1930 ' s and early 1940's 

scatte r ed moderately over the novel& of th e follo wing decade and 
over abundant during the late 1950 ' s and 1960's. A sad loss was 
the 111066" sign which must surel y have been fil ched from Lesli e 

Charte r is? 
The Conquest Saga wa s cert a inl y popular even in its later da ys 

as a perusal over any lending li brary will sho w, thou gh it mus t be 
admitted the books l os t ground to more modern heroes , and eve n at 
their heigh t did not have quite as big a demand as the Saint, the 
Toff, the Baron or the Agatha Christie thril lers . Nevertheless, 
t hey ar e ve r y readable stories an d helped to preser ve t he name of 
an auth or whose sto r ies wi ll be remember ed when the Saint and t~ e 
Toff have l ong been forgotten. 

In [ep\y to Len W9rm.ull' 8 ''Hy Views of Humour" By J im Cook 

We have all at various times become incensed and ir r itated whe1 

our be l oved papers and books have been scathing l y referred to as 
comics. And it is true that for the very most part it has be en the 

Hamilton papers that came under this heading since it is most l y 
Bunter that is reviewed, 

Now I wonde r whe ther it is due mainl y to Len Wormull's idea of 

humour which he states is so consistent i n the Hamilt on stories. 

Because it seems to me that it was Bunter's t ype of humour t hat was 
responsible for the l ongevi t y of Char les Hamilton's name an d no t 

the c lass ical hu,nour Hamilton so delightfully gave us . But since 
Len hasn't defined the ty pe of humour he like s best in the Hamilton 

tales I take it he pref ers the childish Billy Bunt~r typ e , In 

which event it is not remarkabl e when the old papers are lumped to 
gether as comics. 

But I cannot understand why he mentioned E. S. Brooks, The 

question of whet he r Brooks was le11 of a humorist than Hamilton 
doea not arise for the purposes of his artic l e un le ss it is Len' a 
idea of humour by pl acing a cat among the pigeons. 

The Nelson Lee Library was not a comic pa per , It s strength 
lay in its Dramatic Unit ies. But a lso we were off tension as i t 
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were with t he lighter aide of s choo l life that was i ntrodu ced 
be tween acts. And t his was not too r epetitive whi ch made it all 
th e more welc ome. 

If i t is l augh s Len is se eki ng I advis e him to try and obtain 
some of those endearing coatic paper s like CHIPS, COMIC CUTS, etc. 
Therein he wi ll find good, soli d humour s pecia ll y designed to make 
us sm.i le. I feel sure he had t hese papers in mind when he began 
his ar tic le . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: Volumes of CHUMS: 1901 (r ather rough volume) 7/ 6. 
~ e r water-d amaged) 7/6. 1921 (fair volume) 10/ - . 1931 
(good) 15/ - . 1939 (good except fo r bullet-hole t hrou gh it ; 
perf ectl y r ea dable) 10/ -. 1941 (good) 12 /6. HOLIDAY ANNUALS 
( priced accor ding to condition): 1925 (JO/-) 1929 (JO/ - ) 1931 
(JO/ - ) 1932 (20 /-) 1935 (20/-) 1939 (25/-). GEMS: 788 an d 790 
(from Schoo lbo y Pug series) £l the two. 794, 1123, 1127, 1128, 
1130, 1131, 1132 , 1133, 1135. 7/6 eac h. Bargain pa rcel of 22 
later Nelson Lees (1928 - 1933 range odd issues) Some good, some 
indifferent, one with cover missing: 22/- the lot. RED MAGNETS: 
331, 344, 391, 15/ - each , 388, 390 , 12/6 each , Cover le ss Red 
Magnet No, 24 11 Four on the Warpath11 12/6. Later Magnets Nos. 
1643 to 1650 (a ll from the water Lil y s eri es) 48 / - the 8 copies. 
Nos. 1554, 1654 , 1659, 6/ - eac h. THE BOYS' OWN ANNUAL - Vol me 
One. (one le af missing) JO/ -. THE BIG BOOK FOR BOYS (Herbert 
Strang) Two different books - date uncer tai n, but probab ly e arl y 
1920's. 7/6 each . A few PLUCKS still available at 3/ - each. A 
few MARVELS at 2/ - eac h . Postage and pack i ng ext ra on a 11 item s . 
Write befo re remitting. No answer sent if i t ems already so ld . 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD , SURBITON. 

* * * * t t * t t * * * * * 
SALE OR EXCHANGE: Nelso n Lees , G. E. Rocheste r Books, St amps . 

WANTED: S ,0. Ls., Detectiv e Sto ri es by E. S. Brooks, Rochester. 

65 BENTHAM ST,, BELFAST 

.... ·-··-·=·-····-··--·····--····--·-··-··- ... ::a•==-·---
FOR SALE: Holida y Annual 1927 . 25/ -. 

L MORLEY, 76, ST, MARGARETS RD., HANIIELL, W. 7 • 
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( In tereoting items from the 
Editor• s letter-bag) 

LEN PACKMAN (East Dulwich): "The Shie ldi ng Shadow" featu red Leon 
Bar r y and GRACE DARMOND. Gr ace Darmond also appeared (as from the 

time of her screen debut in 191 4) in such aa ''The House of a 

Th ousan d candles, 11 "The Blac k Or chid" and uwives of the Rich. 11 

Her earlier stage exper ie n ce helped considerably to ward her film 

success. 
The cigarette cards ('"Bil l y Bunte r Series") were put out by 

MAYNARD & CO (s weets). This little set -is well-n igh impossible to 
obtain. In de ed, I have been trying t o get them for the past 

fifteen years - wit hout success. Hy efforts th ro ugh a ll t he 

l argest cigarette car d companies in the country have on l y pr oduced 
TWO ODD CARDS~ Anyone who is su ccess ful in l ~cating this set can 

consi der themse l ves ex tremel y lucky~ In fairness to anyone who 

may possess a set, I think I shoul d point out that even relatively 
l arge sums of money cannot unearth them today. 

PHILIP TIERNEY (Grimsby}. : Is Mtss Flin der s quite correct in he r 
opinion that t he number of orph ans at Gre yf r iars and St . Jim' s is 
unusually high? 

A~er SCND:e ha rd thinking t can name on l y nine at the most -

Wharton, Hurree Singh, Lord Mauleverer, Sir Ji.Imny Vivian, Tom Merry : 

Talbot, Cardew, and pos sib l y Lowther and Tompkins . I am not su re 
about the last two . 

But there ar e hundreds of stories which I have not r ead and 

these s to ries could have reveal ed detai l s of many others whom I 
know nothing about. 

WO G Lofts (Londo n): Accordin g to Mr. C.H. Chapman, Leonard 

Shie ld s was introduced into the MAGNET to take some of the wor k 
off his shou l ders. Mr. Chapman was overwor ked , and a, a consequenc 

some of his work suffere d - which can be gone into more deeply at 
a later date. According to the M:ignet edito r many readers liked 
Shie lds 1 i ll ustrations, and possib l y re aders were gaine d more t han 

l ost. This is easil y conf irmed in our own circ le t od ay when . 
including our editor . quite a nu:nber have a lwa ys remembere d the 
bri lli ance of Shields since boyhood days. Leona rd Shields died 
befo r e he cou l d eve r be inte r vie wed on his v iews of his Gre yfriars 
boys , but accor ding to his so n , whom I have met, his work on the 
Magnet was a lways painstaking and he lo ved to dr aw them. Even 
when he was severely han dica pped in later l ife by arthritls he 
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spent hours on hi1 drawing board still drawing th•, which 

sugge1 t 1 he had more than a comnercial interest in them. 

LES ROWLEY CBto•kokl: The good old "Digest " still maintains its 
high sta ndard and is a joy to look forward to every month. There 

is always smaething intere 1ting to read; some controversta 1 echo 

to maul over; and Danny'• Diary to ponder upon, Where would we 

be without it 1 Perish the thought: 

HARRY IAVENDER (Manchester): Having read Mr. Kelly ' s in terest ing 

articl e on the importance of C, H. Chapman's work as 1'Magnet" 

.1rtist I would like to add a few coaments myself, The sudden 

change-over to Leonard Sbields in mid - summer 1926 and occ urr ing 

when "C .H ,C." was at the very height of his powers (a l l the ea r lier 

' stiffness' having long since disappeared f rom his style) was in 

deed a shock 1 not on l y to myself but a lso to mo•t of my "Magnet" 

taking colleagues at schoo l. I think, however• that a lot of them 

remained lo yal for the aake of the atories and continued wi th the 

paper . I myself, however, made an hmediate switch to the I Popular' 

where, fortunately, a small ration of C.H.C. waa atill in exhtence. 

I cannot agree wi th Mr. Kelly's suggestion that all Chapman's 

boya looked alike - e.g. t ake any dr awing containing the •ramou a 

Five• in a group - each member ia clearly r ecogni1abl e - not ao 

with Shie ld s! (or who, for that matter cou l d di1tinguis h between 

Tom Merry, Manners and Lowther in one of HcDona ld • a i ll uat r ations?) 

The 'new sty l e ' Chapman Cl-la-Shields) appeared many yea r s earlie r 

than 1936 when he aga in became the r egu lar 1'Magnet 11 illust r ator; 

in fact in the "Popular" of November 1926 it i a a pparent that th e 

change of style was enac te d in a single week. The Greyfriara boys 

suddenly appeared shorn of all their lovely curly locks and wear 

ing wide tro uaers and even wider grins on their faces'. It almost 

appe a rs as if that particu l ar editor (aye , curse him!) suddenly 

interrupted Chapman in the middle of his work and cCXJDanded him to 

"make more drawing s like those in this week's Magnet or else-?" 

The St. Sam's drawings a ppearing in this paper at the same tim e 

underwen t similar t r a nsformation and it is interesting to note 

that the Greyfriar& drawings in the 1928 Holiday Annual (which 

probably went into production i n early 1927) are a mixture of 

'vintage' and 'new style. ' The tran afo naation of Bunter's appear 

ance was , however, a much slower pr ocess. It wae a fu ll two years 

befo re he develope d full "Shiel ds ian" characteristics (i . e . lac k 

of facial expression and detail of eyes , familiar hair quiffs 

. . 



Page 27 

mieaing and ado pting t hat pecu l i a r stance of right hand to side o f 
mouth etc.) 

Mr. Kell y suggests that Shields was probably a bett er artist 
th an Chapman, Let us first examine the work of the lat t er duri ng 
the years 1924 to 1926 (not 1911 to 1920) and let us imagine also 

a "Cr ey fr ia r a Por trait Gal l ery'' or "Bunter at Cricke t ' ' cartoon by 

Shie ld s and then make ou r decision. 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: Al l r eaders wil l not ag re e with Messrs, 

lavender and Kelly. In spite of our great affection for Mr. Chap• 

man and his work, some - and I am one of them - think that the 
Magnet was a t its greatest during the Shields perio d . But I do 
not profess to understand a r t. It's just that I found Shields' 

wor k highly attractive . ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NEWS OF THE CLUBS 

Meeting held 24th September 
The meeting was a special one as Mrs. Hami l ton Wright , niec e 

of the famous Char l es Hamilton, was present to give member s a talk 
on some of the le sser known facts of her famous unc l e's l ife. 

As she has often done before Win Partridge designed a welcome 

poster for Mrs . Hamilton Wright, who kindl y obliged members by 
signing it . As usual, the standard of Win 1 s work vas fi rst c lass. 

Formal business was r edu ced to a minimum to ena ble Mrs. 

Hamilton Wright to have as much time as possib l e to talk about her 

uncle. 
It ap pears that in his very early days Charl e s Hamilton tried 

his hand at romances an d 'who dunnit s' before finall y turning t o 
school stories . When, however, after writing a number of adventur 
stories a publisher suggested he shou l d try his hand at school 
stories he was pe rp l exed and remarked "Nothing ever ha ppens at a 

schoo l ." 
On second thou ghts Char les Hamilton decided that thi ngs cou l d 

be made to happen and all the world knows how he created the world 
of St. Ji.m's, Gr eyfri a rs, an d Rookwood an d at one time wrote a 

million and a half words a year. 
Mrs. Hamilt on Wright dealt with a daunting l y l a r ge subject in 

a charming way and also with many questions from members. The 
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tb,e passed very quickly wl th much anltute d discuesion of O\arles 

Hamilton's outlook on life. The eveninR was fittingly CtJncluded 

by a presenta tion to Ol•r distinguished visito r of o bouquet ot 

flowers by Ivan W~bst er, 
The next mee rin 14 is"" the 29th October and a lthou gh it is 

listed as a n lnfonn. 11 l'ne, 1t is hoped Ian Bennett vill Kive 

anothe r talk on Captai n Justic~ which vas unavoidably held over at 

t he Se ptember meeting. His flrsr tal k was very good indeed and we 

loo k forward to another 0111:. Nonuan Gregory is also due for a 

taJk and vi 11, no doubt, sh..:,w there were other schools as well as 

choae which were c reat~d by Charles Hamilton. 
J . f. Bellfield 

Cor resp0n dent. 

AUSTRALIA 

On 24/9/68 members assembled at thei r rendezvous - Ca.hill's 

Restaurant in the city of Sydney, and, too long de ni ed the com

panionship of Bette Pate , were del lghted beyond measure to find 

her th ere . It "13S most gratifying, that despite all t he diffi 

culties at hOCDe "11th sick folk, Bette had been able to rejoin us 

on this occa1 ion, and her pre&e nce lnfuaed new 11 fe into the 

pro ceedings . 
The r ecently issued Sexton Blake card se rie s was ment toned, 

and greatly welcomed by the Cartophlllc members, who sa w in this , 

a link bet"1een thei r two hobbies • the cards and the books . It 

was pleasing that, although it took Blake 75 yea r s to ap~ar on 

cards giv en with merchandise, he made i t at last. 

We were very interested to hear of member Stan Nicholl's 

continued s• ,ccess es in action r oles on Sydney Television. May he 

go on f r om strength to strength in this exacting fiel d, is our 

ea rnest wish. 
Ernie carter told us of his experien ces in obtaining the 

Dean rep r ints of the Sexton Blake Library. What a pit y it is 

that Blake tM.terial ol d or new is so har d to come by. 
So the ev ening went by , animated conversation r anging from 

authors and books to actors, films and T .V. A very happ y time 

in very congenial ca.npany. 
V. E. Colby 
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Meeting held Saturday, 12 October, 1968 
nie Library Session as usual started the meeting at 239 Hyde 

Park Road, Leeds 6, when fifteen members arrived in the quickly 
gatherlng dusk at our Club Room. The Chainnan , Geoffrey Wilde, 
was plea sed to see so many in spite of t he ominous weather fore
casts of wind and rain . The minutes and financial report re ad, 
Gerry Allison gave news from postal members and friends which in
c lud ed Norman Smith (hoping to be ~Ith ue again soon); Roger 
Jenkins (mentioning the gr an d trip to Folkestone of the London 
Clu b , ) an d John J arman (commen ts on A. C,onan Doyle, one of John I s 
favourite writers . ) Any other business included details of the 
Christmas Party .... only two meetings away '. 

Our Librarian had been putti ng in some research about Miss 
Primrose, Headmistress of Cl iff House School an d a talk, with 
readings from old Magnets was the result. This was read most 
effectively by our newest lady member, Ju ne Arden, an d as it · covereC 
the attempt by the innocent Alonzo (at Skinner 's insti gation) to 
bring ' ' two loving hearts together, 11 i.e . Miss Primrose and Mr. 
Quelch C) the members were soon chucklin g . At the close a good 
discussion arose as to whether Miss Primrose was revealed as too 
credulous, but it was finally felt her action was _iustified as she 
had someone other than Mr. Q. i n mind~ 

A rhyming qu iz on Rookwood sent by Cliff Webb of Wigan was 
next, and ans wers were called out. Geoffrey had 3 correct, George 
Riley 2 and several members l; two names defeated us - "Raby" and 
"Duff" which were won by the ingeniou s compiler , Cliff . A break 
for the wel come cu p of tea, et c. , foll owed, and then it was time 
to hear the first entr y in our Short Stor y Competition. (During 
the &l.111:Der various members have been trying to write a story whi ch 
h ad to contain t he words:.. Ici c le, Fez, Revis i on, Offside, 
Trancendental, A four f oo t square sheet of ha rd board, and end with 
the words "the telephone box was the wrong colour.") First story 
was again from the versatile pe n of Cliff Webb, a nd entitled "The 
Vanishing Verger." It was racy, amusing, and very mysterious. 
Cl iff complie d with al l conditions triumphantly, and, read by 
Geoffrey, it sta rted the compe titio n off with a high sta ndard . 

Thi s was the last item of another happy and l ive ly evening 
enjoyed by al l . M. L . Allison 

Next mee tin g Saturday, 9 November , 1968 . Hon. Sec. 
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The an nual mee ti ng at Leytonstone, u1ua lly held ln October, 
r a nk.a 8.IIOngat all the other ga therings in popularity an d on this 
occasion it li ved up to ita hig h reputation, 

Bill llJ.bbard had persuaded Hr. Irvi ng Roaenwater, t he eminent 
cricket writ er, to a tte nd. This proved to be the highl ight of the 
meeting aa Hr . Ro1envater had prepared a n excel le nt talk on t he 
lat e J ohn Nix Pentelow . lt.Jch re eea r ch ha d been done by Mr , Roaen 
wa ter an d a very inte r ested au di ence l istened to h is d iac ourse. 
The t a lk l a1 ted up to the te a -break a nd a fterw a rd • it was question 
t ime an d many member s aske d Mr . Rosenwa te r abo ut points o f the 
t al k . 

With cr icket sti 11 in th e a ir, Ray Hopkins read a passage 
f rom one of Hy lton Cleave r's sc hool stories . 

The host o f the meeting , Reuben Godaav e, ob lig ed wi t h a fine 
talk on 1 11te Env irons of St . FTank 1 

,. 
1 

After th is item, Bill Hubbard con ducte d an O ,B .B .C./Cr i cke t 
Quiz in which a ll pre sen t, including Mr. Rosenwa t er, joined. The 
wi nner was Don Webster, Eric Laur enc e wa 1 second an d Laurie Sut ton 
was third. Prizea, kin dly su pplied by Bill Hubba rd, were awarde d 
to the three. 

Good l i brar y business was done and to the Kami 1 ton librar y , 
Brian Doyle pre sented a co py of h ie new boo k "The Who' s Who of 
Children's Litera tur e .," 

Chairman Len Packman, th an ked Mr. Rosenwater fo r a ttending 
and aske d if he would come on another occas ion . Bi 11 Hubbard vas 
thanked for persua ding the distinguishe d gue st to at t end and the 
ho et and hostess Reuben a nd Phyl l is Godaave , were a l so thanked for 
a very good meeting. 

Next meeti ng at Bob Blythe's new a ddre ss, 4 7, Eve l yn Avenue , 
Colindale, Londo n, N.W.9, on Sunda y, November 17th . 

Unc le Benj amin 

t :/[ :a: * * * * * * * * * * FOR EX C H AN G E S .0. L. Nos. 7, 15, 1 7, 148. 
WANTED : Nos, 149 , 151, 167, 169 , 170, 171, 175, 177, 181 , 
186, 189, 207. 

PHILIP TIERNEY I 6 ABBEY PARK ROAD, GRIMSBY 

* 



" .c.I_REMEMB_· -'---'-'E'-R _ _ _ 

sa ys S. Perr y 

I look forw a rd to Co llectors' Digest each month the same as 

did other books when I was a boy , which proves I suppose cha t v e 
rea ll y never gr ow up. 

I remember at one time I l onged for Tuesday to come around s , 

as I could bu y The "Popular!' The y gave away marvellous pi ctu res 

of railway engines in co lour. 
Another time it was "Boys 1 Magaz ine" on Saturdays. They 

gave photographs of footba 11 teams each week - large ones! It 

also had a thrilling serial at that tlme "The Lure of the Lost 

Land" ,by John Hunter 
Then came the 11Champion~' TI1ey gave photographs of "Champio 

Classy ones of Georges Carpentier, Joe Beckett and the like. Al s 

marvellous seria l stories '~he Bell of Santa mlild ' by Eric W. 

Townsen d , '~he Outcast of St. Basi l 's " by Henr y St . John and Sext 

Blake stories - one by Arthur S. Hardy , and one by Hart l ey Tremai 
The Boys Frien d Weekl y was a regu lar at one time; I don't 

thin k they gave anything away, so I must have bought it on its 

merits: I remember "Bul ldog Hol d fast" a detective who neve r eve 

gets a mention these days, othe r fine serials, and, of course , 

Rookwood. 
Then I went on to Union Jack and Detective Weekly - I s t. i l l 

have No. l of D.W. an d also t he last No. but ve r y few in between . 

After the war there seem ed to be nothing at all wor thwhi l e. 

I us ed to t a ke "John Bull" each week then . It had ve r y good ser i 

sto r ies by Victor C.anning, Andrew Garve and the like, and a l so 

'Hor nblower ' stories - I wonder why it had to end? 'nte r e ia no 

pe rio dical for men now - such a s ' 'Woman," "Woman's Own" and th e 

other weeklies for l adies - I know there are plenty like ''Hen On: 
but i t I a not the same~ Surely The 'Thr i 1 le r" wou l d se 11 these 

days at about 1/6 per week~ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

DON'T FORGET TO ORDER YOUR ANNUAL ! 

----· -------- -··------- ------ - -- -- --



;'age 32 

[lEMEMISt:R Fl.ASHMAN? WATCH OITT FOR HI~ RE-BIRTH'. 

Har r y f}ashman, the cad and bul l y in Tllom -:i.s Hugh es' TOM 
BROWN' S SCHOOLDAY!,, is to be ' r e - horn' in a new novel due to be 
pt1b lished nt:xt Spring Autho r is Geor ge M.lcdona ld Fraser (a 
jou rna l ist on tht: "Glas ~ow Herald") and the titl e of the boo k is 
to he simpl y Fl.ASHMAN. Herhert Jenkins ar e to pub l ish . 

The au t hor has set down i n novel - form the adven tur es of Flash
man from the da y h~ was e xp,:JJed. He returns home to his father, 
en lists in the Annv. ending l•P with Lord Cardi gan's ll th Li6ht 
Dragoo0s (after sed ucing his Dad's mis tr ess'.) . Before the end 
of the book he wins t he V .C., be:c-omes a Br i gadier and even gets 
invited back to his old scl11Jol (Rugby, o f cours e) to present the 
prizes on Speech Day. But to t he end he remain s the cad and 
bully he alwa ys was. 

It all sounds fascina t ing and a great idea. It now only 
remains for some bri ght writer to laun ch another novel abou t the 
characters of Gr ey fri a rs School in t heir later adult lives . 
What possibilit ies there woul d be there'. (Excuse me - I'm just 
about t o embark on a fa t , no-punches-pulled novel which is a cert. 
for the best - se ll er lists. The title ? Simply BUNTER, of 
cou r se . . .. , ) 

Brian Doyle 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * FOR SALE: Set of The Harmsworth London Magazine (Amalgamated 
Press) Vol umes 1-6 (1898-1901) The first two volumes beau t ifu ll y 
bound in b lack, blue, red, and gold; the rest in original bind i ngs. 
Exce l lent set () the lot plus postage . Writ e : Excels io r House . 
. -------------------------------------- ---------------------------
FOR SALE: Holiday Annuals: 1921 to 1927; 1929; 1930; 1931, 1933 to 
1936; 1938; 1941. All goo d con di tion. Nelson Lees 1930 - 1936 (20 
copies, good condition). Gr ey friars Prospectus (fine) . WANTED: Holiday 
An uals 1920, 1928, 1932, 1936, 1937, 1939, 1940. Sexton Blake's. 
Chums 1918 , 1921 . 
. _ ~~.; _ ~~'!1!~. ~~ ! ~1._ ! l -~~! P! !_ ~~~~= '-~~!~!~!-~~ .:J. - ~~~g~~!} J. -~~21!,ri~.1 
LOST • and much missed by its sorrowing owner. Volume conta i ning 
~Y Penny Populars (1911) Nos. 1 - 12 . Newly bound in da r k brown 

f {~~e;e~~~r!~f l o~e~~ii~ ~~=~ ld . Very substantia 1 re ¥ard for any 

Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Rd . 1 Sur biton, 


